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DEDICATION
This book is dedicated to those who have chosen to
invest in my life. They are family, Salvation Army
colleagues, friends, instructors, corps members,
leaders, and those who are or have been incarcerated.
Their ages, races, interests, and backgrounds vary.
What they do have in common is that God has used
them to make a difference in my life.
Thank you!
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PREFACE

DRAWN from my experience of ministry in jails and prisons
and from the different people* I have met, Filthy Rags is
a witness and proof of the grace and power of God to
transform lives. It is a book to encourage everyone, no
matter their current situation, to grow closer to God. The
book was written not just to be read, but to be a catalyst for
interaction with God.
Talk to him about what you read. Listen to his Holy Spirit.
Look up each of the Scriptures. There are questions at
the end of each chapter to reflect on and to talk to God
about. Since we are to walk by faith and not by sight (2 Cor.
5:7), you will find promises from God’s Word to claim and
affirmations to proclaim. You are encouraged to make them
your own by reciting them and meditating on them. Each
chapter ends with a closing prayer. I urge you to pray the
prayers with me. These prayers are our requests to God,
expressing what we would like to see him do in our lives
*I have used people’s real names, with their written consent, in all cases except for one.
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through his Holy Spirit. They are my prayers for you. They
are the prayers I pray for myself.
The scriptural foundation of this book is Zechariah 3.
The prophet Zechariah’s mission was to encourage
those returning to Jerusalem after captivity to complete
the building of the temple and reestablish an intimate
relationship with God through traditions that they once
practiced. Zechariah receives and shares several visions
from God. Zechariah 3 describes the vision whereby Joshua
is selected by God to fulfill the high priest position in the
new temple. Before you proceed to the first chapter, let me
invite you to read Zechariah 3.
Correctional services have been a part of the work of The
Salvation Army since the organization was founded in
England in 1865 by William Booth. Today people can be
investors in the lives of prisoners by grading Salvation Army
Bible Correspondence Courses, visiting and conducting
services and/or classes in correctional facilities, and
mentoring those who are incarcerated. Please check with
your local Salvation Army for more information, or visit
salvationarmyusa.org.
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INTRODUCTION

There’s a Christian revolution that’s spreading across the land
to prove the mighty power God’s holding in His hand.
He’s formed a brand new movement that may sound sort of strange,
but God is using filthy rags to show how sinners change.
He gathers us old filthy rags that man has thrown away,
those nasty, slimy, putrid things that add to world decay.
He washes them with loving care until they’re white as snow,
to show God’s people everywhere how seeds He plants will grow.
He uses thugs and prostitutes and people locked in prison,
to take His message to the streets proclaiming Christ has risen.
He sends them back to neighborhoods diseased with crime and dope,
to teach old friends that God is Lord and share new strength and hope.
God grabs ahold of filthy rags that no one else can reach,
removing all of Satan’s tags, then sends them out to preach.
God’s growing tired of righteousness and big collection bags,
so He’s cleaning up the mess and He’s using filthy rags.
Author Unknown
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WHEN I read this poem, I could not help but smile and nod
my head in agreement. Doesn’t God always take the “unlikely” and use them to make a difference? This is nothing
new about God. The Bible is filled with the “unlikely” making
an impact.
Gideon, in hiding from the Midianites, from the weakest
clan of the tribe of Manasseh and considered the least in his
family, became a general and led the Israelites to victory.
Who could imagine?
Rahab, a prostitute who assisted the spies in eluding capture by the Canaanites, was an important figure in Jesus’
lineage. This is extraordinary.
Peter, a fisherman, preached a sermon that brought 5,000
people into God’s kingdom, confusing the religious leaders
who saw him as an ordinary man with no real education.
Unqualified for the role!
Paul, a devout Jew who murdered and tortured followers of
Jesus, became the apostle to the Gentiles. A church committee would have sent him out to preach and teach to his
own countrymen. That was not God’s way.
When God uses the “unlikely,” his fingerprint is all over the
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plan and all over the life. It is his style. It is what grace is all
about. I can’t help but ponder in awe his power, wisdom,
and the depth of his love in how he chooses to work.
Is God using “filthy rags” today? I believe it. He did it in
the Bible and in the early Salvation Army. A “Christian revolution”? That is what transformation and holiness are all
about. It starts with individuals, but then infiltrates families,
neighborhoods, and communities.
This is a book about an amazing God as he does the unlikely. It is a book of hope. The pages are filled with wonder
and surprise. Wonder and surprise always accompany the
“unlikely.” I invite you to join in the adventure and watch
God at his best, working in improbable situations and with
incongruous lives. Don’t be surprised if you catch yourself
nodding your head and smiling as you read these stories.
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CHAPTER ONE

Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him. 2The Lord said
to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The Lord,
who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this
man a burning stick snatched from the fire?”
—Zechariah 3:1-2 NIV
JOSHUA* was completely unqualified. There was no striking
outward indication of any spiritual enlightenment, such as an
all-knowing smile, a pious stare, or a gray outline of hair encircling an egg-shaped head. You could just look at him and
tell that he was not up for the job. His history and his poor
choices should have eliminated him from contention. There
was no discussion needed, only to point out the obvious.
That is exactly what Satan did. Standing next to God, Satan
hurled out allegations about Joshua, the man God had chosen
*This is not the Joshua from the Book of Joshua who led the conquest of the Promised
Land.
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as high priest. It wasn’t hard. Joshua was morally dirty, spiritually unclean. He had been raised in a foreign land with ungodly
customs. He, like all of us, was born with a sinful nature and
could never meet God’s moral standard. His past proved it.
His understanding of God was compromised and hazy. Satan
accused Joshua before God with precision and with an undeniable logic. Joshua squirmed as the charges were brought
forth. He stared at his feet. Stricken and ashamed, there was
nothing he could say. It was all true. He felt dirtier now than
ever before, especially in front of a holy God.
Satan continued to rant. It seemed the accuser had gotten
it right, except for one major point: the selection was not
based on the candidate’s qualifications, but on a choice—
God’s choice. God knew the man he was choosing. God
describes Joshua as a stick that he pulled out of the fire.
Incinerated sticks are of little use. They crumble in your
hands. Joshua had nothing really to offer God or his people.
The selection defied logic. But God chose, and he chose
Joshua.
God makes choices that are sometimes hard to figure out.
Just as God made a choice for Joshua, God made a choice
for Ricky. Satan, I’m sure, pointed his finger at Ricky, accusing
him of all sorts of things. Society joined in. Ricky had very
little going for him. Odds were that nothing good would
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come out of Ricky’s life. Why should it? Ricky grew up in a
disadvantaged neighborhood on welfare. He is a minority.
Unfortunately, minorities in the United States have a higher
probability of being incarcerated. Research done by the Department of Justice predicts that if nothing changes, one of
every three African-American males born today can expect
to be incarcerated in his lifetime. For Hispanics, the ratio is
one in every six. For white males, it is one in seventeen.
As a child, Ricky was emotionally and spiritually malnourished. He was deprived of the structure, guidance, love, and
nurturing that every human being needs to grow and develop. Ricky’s parents were both involved in illicit relationships
with drugs and crime. They were incapable of providing the
care he needed when he was young. Without God, they
were just as emotionally and spiritually scrawny as Ricky.
As a teen, Ricky expressed his frustrations and hurts with his
fists, fighting at school with the fierceness of a tornado. He
scoffed at teachers and authority figures and found acceptance and purpose by joining a gang. There was a thrill that
came from getting away with illegal activities. He was more
comfortable out of school than in school and became truant. He filled the emptiness he experienced with drugs and
sexual activity. This undisciplined lifestyle concealed Ricky’s
hurt, neglect, and spiritual need. It also branded him with a
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label: Ricky was now “incorrigible.” Society and Satan classified him as delinquent, unmanageable, and unalterable. At
the age of sixteen, Ricky was arrested for first degree murder. He was a teenager facing twenty-five years to life.
In the isolation and quiet of his jail cell, Ricky didn’t have
drugs to camouflage his emotions, or sexual encounters
to provide a fleeting counterfeit sense of security and belonging. Ricky got real with himself and with his God. In
this seclusion from distractions, the Holy Spirit reminded
Ricky of the witness of his grandmother and aunt. They too
had been incarcerated, but met Jesus and their lives were
changed. The Holy Spirit reminded him of some of the Sunday school lessons that he was taught as a child. If what he
had learned was true, that God loved us enough to send his
Son, maybe it wasn’t too late.
To Ricky’s amazement, he realized that God knew him, still
loved him and made the choice to rescue him from his sins
(Rom. 5:8). The Holy Spirit kept it simple. Ricky didn’t know
or even need to know the theological significance of Christ’s
death and resurrection. He just knew he was a sinner and
that Jesus came to save him. He didn’t want to continue
living the way he had been living. He wanted to experience
that love and hope. With a simple prayer, Ricky repented
and believed in Jesus (Rom. 3:22). Believing in Jesus meant
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that Ricky would trust Jesus day by day, obeying him and
allowing him to call the shots. A small cell in a Tucson jail
became a tabernacle in which a young man met with God.
It was a service desk where the great exchange took place:
Jesus’ righteousness for Ricky’s unrighteousness (1 Peter
3:18); a life without God swapped for a life with God.
Ricky’s charges got dropped from first-degree murder to
manslaughter. A juvenile facility is a tough place to learn
about God and to live out your witness. The inmates there
are usually hurting and impulsive. They don’t necessarily
see the consequences that lie ahead for their actions and
decisions. These incarcerated young people are still learning how to respond to their own wounds, neglect, and guilt,
and you never know when their frustration and anger will
erupt. But Ricky chose to be consistent in his walk with Jesus, no matter what was said or done to him. At age eighteen, he was transferred to an adult prison. There he eagerly
took advantage of all that was offered at the chapel.
God makes choices. God also gave us the free will to make
our own choices, including choosing him.
No matter the opposition, no matter the accusations, God’s
choices for and towards us are Rock of Gibraltar, non-negotiable, solid decisions. God’s choices are choices of
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grace. And grace has a way of seeing past the dirt and the
grime to behold the diamond.

PASSAGE:
3

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who

has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
realms because we are united with Christ.

4

Even before he

made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be
holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance
to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself
through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it
gave him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious
grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.
7

He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our

freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8 He
has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and
understanding.
9

God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding

Christ—which is to fulfill his own good plan.

10

And this is

the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together
under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on
earth. 11 Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we
have received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in
advance, and he makes everything work out according to
his plan (Eph. 1:3-11 NLT).
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Questions:
1. What does verse 3 say that God has blessed us with?
How does God show his love for us (verse 4)?
2. In verse 5, what gives God great pleasure? How has
God shown us that he is rich in kindness and grace
(verse 7)? What has he showered upon us (verse 8)?
3. According to verse 11, what have we received because we are united with Christ?
4. In this passage of Scripture, we are reminded that
God has a plan for those who accept him. God makes
choices about what he would like to see take place
in our lives. Identify the verses that show these blessings were a choice he planned far in advance for
those who choose him.
5. All of these blessings are found when we are united
with Christ. How do you make sure that you stay “in”
Christ?

Affirmation:
Because I am in Christ and a part of the family of God, I
am no longer damaged goods, a second-class citizen, in-
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ferior, insecure, or easily wounded. As I continue to believe
in Jesus day by day, I am loved by God, blessed with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm, and showered with
his grace, kindness, wisdom, and understanding. This allows
me to live a holy and blameless life.

Promise:
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in
Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for
us long ago (Eph. 2:10 NLT).

Prayer:
We give you all praise for your choice of grace towards us.
We thank you for knowing us and still loving us, for seeing
past the dirt and grime and beholding the diamond in us.
You are our God, and we are your people. We are grateful
for your plan and for your choices for us, and for the opportunity we have to make better choices. We trust you. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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CHAPTER TWO

3

Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he

stood before the angel. 4The angel said to those
who were standing before him, “Take off his filthy
clothes.” Then he said to Joshua, “See, I have taken
away your sin, and I will put fine garments on you.”
—Zechariah 3:3-4 NIV
IF Joshua didn’t realize it before, he certainly did now. He
was dirty. His head bolted back, nostrils flaring as he sniffed
in the odor. His eyes widened as he recognized the source
of the filth, shocked that the stench originated from himself, and not from his surroundings as he wanted to believe. His sinful condition, which started like a small trickle
of poisonous sewage infesting the minuscule corners of
his being, had after all these years turned into a crashing
tsunami, submerging, engulfing, and saturating every area
of his life. Shaking his head in wonder, he searched for a
vague memory of a time when he could not stomach his
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selfish condition. But somewhere, somehow, as time went
on, he gradually tolerated his state and ignored the dirt. As
he rationalized, adjusted, and adapted, the offensive smells
became natural, unnoticeable. But now he knew better. He
knew that he wasn’t right.
Sin makes us “wrong.” Evil, wickedness, unrighteousness,
and selfishness make us morally unclean. We were created
to be in union with our Creator—that is the plan; that is life
fulfilled. But sin contaminates character and perspective,
tunneling into the depths of our being. Like water saturating
the ground, sin soaks into every part of our lives. Evil affects
our thoughts, decisions, emotions, physical well-being,
spiritual connection with God, and our relationships with
others. It permeates everything.
As a child, Darryck seemed to be “right.” His life and family
seemed typical. Like a young stallion wildly galloping across
a prairie, soaking in the scents of freedom and play, Darryck reveled in his family’s outdoor adventures. Camping,
fishing, dirt bike riding, and sports of every kind satisfied his
youthful thirst for life and excitement. But his satisfaction
was temporary. He still wasn’t right; something was missing. This hollow feeling led to questions and insecurities:
Who is God? Why was I created? What is life all about? What
happens when you die? Why don’t I seem to fit in? Why do I
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feel wrong? His thirst did not come from a lack of adventure
or activity, but was spiritual in nature.
Darryck’s family knew little about God and how deeply he
cares. Ignorance caused his family to barricade God and his
Word out of their lives. As Darryck grew older, the parchedness in his soul also grew. In response to his parents’ divorce, a lack of supervision, and not knowing the ways of
God, this spirited youth became spirited in doing wrong.
As the ways of the world and its values became Darryck’s
paradigm, he was trapped in a revolving door that took him
in and out of juvenile detention and then jail. Drug addiction attached itself to his carousel journey. But his wicked
behavior only spotlighted the condition of his heart. Darryck became a thief, spurred on by a selfish, deceitful, dishonest heart that excluded God. He not only thought bad was
good and good was bad, he lived it. And his sin had consequences. Darryck had moments of depression, confusion,
guilt, and helplessness. His sin also caused emotional strain,
frustration and hopelessness for his family. They had had
enough. His parents and brothers no longer wanted to have
anything to do with him. A restraining order was issued.
Sin makes our lives wrong, but God passionately works
through Christ to make us right and righteous before him.
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God’s Holy Spirit helps us to appropriate and experience
this righteousness daily.
Like a castaway inhabiting a deserted island, Darryck found
himself isolated from God and others because of his choices. He was incarcerated for a year with limited contact with
the general population. Though he was devoid of family interaction and support, though he was spiritually dry without
God, the Holy Spirit used these conditions to orchestrate
an opportunity for Darryck to change his spiritual clothing.
During the course of their ministry, two Salvation Army officers went in to visit a fellow inmate at the request of the
inmate’s family. After several visits, this inmate asked if the
two Salvationists would be willing to visit others. They were
happy to do so. Darryck was one of those they visited.
Darryck described what happened and how it affected his
life: “I was hopeless and helpless, depressed, stressed, full
of anxieties, and all alone, driven by fear. I was pitiful. Removed from the general population and placed in segregation due to my violent behavior, I had no one. I had nothing.
I was asked by a man two cells down if I would like to have a
pastoral visit from one of his friends that he knew. I was very
suspicious, but I agreed, with the thought in the back of my
mind that I would receive the visit just to get out of my cell.”
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The visits turned out to be more than time away from the
walls of his cell. Without Darryck realizing it, the Holy Spirit initiated opportunities for a change. During the weekly
visits, Darryck started to feel comfortable enough to ask
the questions that haunted him. Pondering the biblical answers about God and life, and experiencing the care he was
shown through the visits, Darryck started getting interested
in the new clothes that God had to offer. He was prayed
for and prayed with. He also learned about an option once
he served his time. The Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation
Center (ARC) was a program that would help him grow spiritually and provide him with tools to free him from his addiction once he was released.
Darryck entered the ARC in Sacramento. It took a while before he chose to believe in Jesus. Sometimes it takes time
before we let God in. But the Holy Spirit was planting the
gospel seed in his heart. Finally, it all came together. He believed that the salvation and grace God offered was for him.
Darryck says it best: “One day in the little ARC chapel, lights
dim and the cross illuminated, I fell to my knees before God
alone, and took responsibility for my sins with a true, repentant heart, which was led by the Holy Spirit speaking
through the Captain. I asked God to be the Lord of my life. I
felt God reach down from heaven and touch me. It was the
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most powerful experience in my life! Words can’t express
the purity that I felt! It was so powerful that this touch lasted
for months.
“The Bible verse that was shared with me during my first
jail visit has come to shape my life: ‘But you are a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy’”
(1 Peter 2:9-10 NIV).
Sin is more than an action or behavior. It dirties every part
of our being. Sin makes us wrong. The good news is, that
no matter how hopeless it seems, God has a way of making
us right or righteous in his sight. He will orchestrate our
situation through events and people who provide us with
opportunities to get right with him. Love does that. Love
works with us.
Darryck learned that God is powerful and loving enough to
take any messy situation and use it for his good. Like Joshua, he received a change of spiritual clothes. His sins were
forgiven as he believed in Jesus. This is what God desires to
see take place for all of us.
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Passage:
3

Once we, too, were foolish and disobedient. We were mis-

led and became slaves to many lusts and pleasures. Our
lives were full of evil and envy, and we hated each other.
4
5

But—When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love,

he saved us, not because of the righteous things we had

done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins,
giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit.
6

He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus

Christ our Savior. 7Because of his grace he made us right in
his sight and gave us confidence that we will inherit eternal
life.

8

This is a trustworthy saying, and I want you to insist

on these teachings so that all who trust in God will devote
themselves to doing good. These teachings are good and
beneficial for everyone (Titus 3:3-8 NLT).

Questions:
1. Since being spiritually unclean in God’s eyes is more
than doing “wrong” behavior, what does verse 3 say
about what causes our behavior to be foolish and disobedient? How has sin affected your behavior? How
has it affected your heart? How has it affected your
relationships with others and how you handle life?
2. God sent Jesus to be our “proxy,” to represent all of
humanity by paying the penalty of sin. Besides the
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penalty of sin, Jesus’ death took care of sin’s consequences and the power of sin over us. Because of
this, verse 3 says we are no longer slaves. What are
you freed from, according to verse 3? What do God’s
kindness and love reveal about why he saved you
(verses 4-5)?
3. Verse 5 describes two “new” things that we have.
What are they? What is the significance of the word
“new” versus “refurbished” or “restored”?
4. God generously poured out the Holy Spirit to help us
develop new natures. Eternal life is more than living
in heaven after you die; it begins now. It is a quality
of life. Jesus’ death made us right in God’s sight, and
the Holy Spirit is helping us appropriate our eternal
inheritance. How does knowing about his grace provide you with confidence that God sees you as right?
How does knowing about God’s grace provide you
with confidence that God has a quality life for you to
live? How does it provide you with confidence to get
right in your relationships and community?
5. In verse 8, we are told to believe in God. How is believing in God a daily, lifelong commitment? How is
believing in God a daily life changer?
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Affirmation:
I am overwhelmed with joy in the Lord my God! For he has
dressed me with the clothing of salvation and draped me
in a robe of righteousness. Through Christ I am clean and
forgiven of my sins and now have the help of the Holy Spirit
to guide me in becoming all that God wants me to become.
I will never settle for less.

Promise:
But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness
(1 John 1:9 NLT).

Prayer:
Father, you know me and still love me. You know my actions and my heart. You are working in my life to give me
a new and clean start. I repent of my “wrongness,” my unrighteousness. I repent from the thoughts, actions, and attitudes that hurt you and others. I accept this act of grace
in which Jesus took my place on the cross, and I believe in
Jesus. He is my Lord and Savior today and forever. Thank
you for forgiving me and cleansing me. Thank you for the
new identity and the new start. Thank you for the Holy Spirit
who will, through your Word, help me understand all that I
now have in Christ. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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CHAPTER THREE

5

Then I said, “Put a clean turban on his head.” So

they put a clean turban on his head and clothed
him, while the angel of the LORD stood by.
—Zechariah 3:5 NIV
JOSHUA felt invigorated in his crisp ivory garments. A smile,
as vibrant as his clothes, filled his face as he recognized
God’s love and grace. He was forgiven. Joshua remembered Isaiah 43:25 in which God says, “I, even I, am he who
blots out your transgressions, for my own sake and remembers your sins no more” (NIV). When we repent and believe
in Jesus, God chooses to have a divine memory lapse when
it comes to our sins. Dressed in dignity, Joshua felt fresh
and spiritually clean.
Then, without warning, a quick verbal alarm rang out, jerking Joshua from his reflective bliss to a startled concern.
Someone had shouted that Joshua needed a turban. Josh-
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ua surveyed the group around him. The alert came from
Zechariah. Wait a minute. Is a turban really that big of a
deal? God had chosen him. He was accepted. Because of
God’s kindness, he had discarded his cloak of guilt. Free and
ready to serve, he felt “right.” A turban? But why?
God had made Joshua right by forgiving him. But Joshua
still had enemies and habits that could get him in trouble.
Satan, still Joshua’s adversary, prowled around like a lion
stalking its prey. Satan approaches all believers like this (1
Pet. 5:8). There were other elements ready to cause trouble for Joshua. The desires of “the world” and “the flesh”
joined in the hunt to topple God’s high priest. Conspiring
together, surrounding, disorientating, and rendering helpless their prey, the “world” and the “flesh” had ambitions to
make Joshua ineffective. Satan’s goal was similar. Satan’s
lies and accusations threatened to destroy Joshua’s relationship with God. Satan, the thief, steals, kills, and destroys
by hindering followers of God from receiving, through
faith, the life that God desires for us (John 10:10). The Evil
One’s strategy is to destroy our intimacy with the Father. He
knows how much this hurts God, since an intimate relationship with us is God’s priority and joy.
Joshua might be clean, but in order to stay clean, protected, and right with God, he needed to know the truth
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and develop a godly outlook. A clean turban to cover his
head and mind not only completed the priestly garb, but
was a reminder of the need to renew his thinking. The Bible
speaks several times about renewing the mind, appropriating the mind of Christ, and developing a Godly perspective
(1 Cor. 2:16; Eph. 4:22-24; Rom. 12:1-2).
Perspective is how one interprets and perceives things. It is
vital to have a godly perspective. If Satan’s arsenal includes
lies, fallacies, and deceptions, then interpreting and perceiving from God’s perspective will not only give us an accurate and divine outlook, but will uncover, reveal, and expose Satan’s deep, camouflaged pits masquerading as part
of the landscape. After tumbling into one of these pits, it is
difficult to escape. It is like trying to climb out of a colossal
hole surrounded by walls of sand—nothing to grip, sliding
back to the bottom, hopelessly stuck. Escape comes when
God flings the ladder of truth into this abyss and, by faith
we choose to climb over the lies and through the darkness
(John 8:32). It is only the truth that can free our thinking
and deliver our emotions. To understand and recognize this
truth, we need clean turbans, renewed minds.
Ramon* knows the importance of renewing one’s mind.
God’s Word has clicked for him. It was not always that way.
* Name changed.
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Raised in a gang-infested neighborhood, always in survival
mode, he did what he needed to do to get what he wanted.
If it wasn’t about him, he was not interested. Like a Komodo
dragon that fiercely protects what is his and aggressively
and brutally goes after what he desires, Ramon had what
some would describe as “stinking thinking.” He did what
was right in his own eyes (Judges 21:25).
Once incarcerated, Ramon remembered a family he knew
who believed in Jesus. They were different. They cared for
others. They were happy. They seemed secure. They had a
sense of purpose. Ramon wanted to live life just like that.
He began to realize where his “stinking thinking” had gotten
him. He turned his life over to Jesus.
But like Joshua, Ramon needed a new turban. Though he
could only read at a fourth-grade level, he joined a class
that used the Bible to teach Godly character and integrity.
It wasn’t easy for him. This class required that you read a
textbook, turn in answers weekly from a workbook, write
out twenty Psalms or Proverbs, memorize three Bible verses
a week, work on two Bible Correspondence Courses, and
write out five principles you learned. You were to also stay
out of trouble. This was an extremely demanding course.
But God’s Word has the power to transform lives if we are
humble, open, and honest.
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Ramon had a tough time understanding some of what he
read in Scripture. Yet the more he studied, discussed, and
engaged with the Bible, the easier it got to understand what
he was reading. He didn’t give up. He was desperate for a
change. Soon his perspective became more like God’s. It
happened without much notice on his part. God’s Word is
sent out to fulfill a mission. In Isaiah 55:11, God says: “It is
the same with my word. I send it out, and it always produces fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to, and it will prosper
everywhere I send it” (NLT).
Ramon rolled up his sleeves and started to dig into God’s
Word, and God’s Word started to soak into him. Ramon’s
perspective was changing to a divine outlook. The changes
were small at first. For example, God spoke to Ramon about
not being selfish, about sharing and helping others. One
day a fellow inmate asked to borrow a book that Ramon
owned. Based on this person’s reputation, Ramon knew that
if he got it, he would probably never return it. This Christian
book, which was meaningful and helpful to Ramon, could
vanish like a puff of smoke. There was a fierce tug of war
in Ramon’s spirit. Should he loan out the book or not? Ultimately, Ramon saw the importance of giving the book out
and even prayed that the reader would get as much out of
it as he had.
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Ramon now apologizes to his fellow inmates when he
wrongs them, even though apologizing is often seen as a
sign of weakness in a correctional facility. He has forgiven
others as well. There are those in the community that he
should vengefully go after once he is released, based on the
perspective he learned on the streets. But he won’t. Ramon
knows he has been forgiven, and now, he too forgives.
By saturating his life in God’s Word, this one-time gang
leader is now helping others in his pod get to know Jesus.
Ramon is renewing his mind. He is enjoying God’s presence
even in his cell. He enjoys studying the Bible and devours
as many Christian books as he can get his hands on. Thanks
to The Salvation Army correspondence course and Salvationists who go into jails and prisons to guide others in the
Word, people like Ramon become familiar with the biblical
text and to get to know Jesus better.
This chapter closes with one more testimony. A while back,
Ronnie and I spoke of the life-changing power of God’s
Word. Ronnie had been incarcerated. He too, now knows
the importance of having a clean turban, of renewing his
mind by humbly, honestly engaging with God in his Word.
Ronnie was incarcerated in Southern California for nineteen months in the 1970s. Before his incarceration, he knew
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something was missing in his life. He got arrested and decided that just like Zacchaeus, he wanted to see Jesus (Luke
19:1-10). The more he learned about Jesus, the more Ronnie wanted to change. He attended as many Bible studies
as he could, even though he didn’t quite understand what
was being taught. He got involved with The Salvation Army’s Bible Correspondence Course. After six months, his
perspective started to change. Because of God’s Word, he
was putting on “Jesus glasses.” He saw life differently.
But one day Ronnie noticed something deeply disturbing. The
inmates who attended the Bible studies with him were returning to prison after their release. His head swirling with confusion, he started to doubt if Jesus really could make a difference. Was change possible? Was the Bible really God’s book?
Ronnie did not want to return to jail. He finally prayed and
asked God what was happening. The Holy Spirit revealed
to Ronnie that when his Bible study companions were released and left the facility, they also left their Bibles behind.
Ronnie committed to God that when he was released, he
would take his Bible and continue to diligently read, meditate, study, obey, and interact with God through his Word.
He kept his commitment. It has been several decades since
Ronnie was released. Now you can find him teaching a Sunday school class or preaching at his local Salvation Army.
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God’s Word is vital in a believer’s life. Yes, we have been forgiven, but to maintain our walk with God, to keep our clothes
clean, we need to engage and interact with him in his Word.
We need to have a clean turban. His Word will not only
change our perspective, but will deepen our love for him.

Passage:
19

Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must

all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry.
20

Human anger does not produce the righteousness God

desires. 21So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and
humbly accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for
it has the power to save your souls.
22

But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it

says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.

23

For if

you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at
your face in a mirror.

24

You see yourself, walk away, and

forget what you look like.

25

But if you look carefully into

the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says
and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you
for doing it.
26

If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue,

you are fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless.
27

Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father
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means caring for orphans and widows in their distress and
refusing to let the world corrupt you (James 1:19-27 NLT).

Questions:
1. What advice does God give us in verse 19?
2. In verse 20, what “does not produce righteousness”
(right living)? How does this verse illustrate Ramon’s
“stinking thinking”?
3. What is the solution described in verse 21? How are
we to accept God’s Word? Why is this important?
How does accepting his Word in this way keep us
motivated? How does Ronnie’s life illustrate this?
4. In this chapter, we talked about the need to “interact”
with God’s Word. What does “interact” mean? How
do verses 22-25 illustrate what it means to interact
with God through his Word? What is the promise
found in verse 25? What is your part in obtaining this
promise?
5. Changes in our perspective lead to changes in our
lives and how we treat people. How does verse 27
reflect a change that can occur when we get into the
Word and allow the Word to get into us?
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Affirmation:
I believe that your Scripture is more than words on a page.
It can and does have a powerful, eternal effect on my life:
renewing my mind, comforting me, encouraging me, transforming my perspective, strengthening me, protecting me,
guiding me, correcting me, and redirecting me. I humbly
interact with you by meditating on, memorizing, studying,
talking about, listening to, singing, praying, and making
right choices based on your Word. I choose to make your
Word my priority.

Promise:
Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it
day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written
in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do
(Joshua 1:8 NLT).

Prayer:
Father, thank you for your Word. You spoke and it was done.
Your promises can be counted on. Through your Word and
your Holy Spirit, you are not only keeping us clean, but are
helping us to be wise and see life from your perspective.
Please help me to always have a hunger for you and for
your Word. Please help me never to leave your Word behind, but to feed on it constantly so that I can keep spiritually nourished. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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CHAPTER Four

6

The angel of the LORD gave this charge to Josh-

ua: 7“This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘If you
will walk in obedience to me and keep my requirements, then you will govern my house and have
charge of my courts, and I will give you a place
among these standing here.’”
—Zechariah 3:6-7 NIV
IMPATIENT, Joshua eagerly hunted for a mirror or any reflective surface. He could not wait to see if he looked as
good as he felt. As he moved around, he could smell the
freshness of the linen bedsheet and feel his plush, soft
clothes against his skin. God is so good, he thought and
sighed with longing.
More than ever, Joshua wanted not just to learn about God,
but to actually know him, personally and intimately. What
puts a smile on God’s face? What grieves him? What does
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he look forward to? Why does he care so much? How can
I get close to God as a friend? What are his ways? Joshua knew God enjoyed him the way a father delights in his
children during family time. Joshua also wanted to enjoy
God. This desire was not based on the charge he had been
given or on his role as high priest. God’s grace and kindness stirred in him not just an intrigue or a fascination, but a
desire to get close to God, to please and honor him (Rom.
2:4). Like the man who found a treasure hidden in a field,
Joshua was willing to do what it took to interact with and
follow God (Matt. 13:44).
Joshua was in good company. David cried out in Psalm 42:1
that he longed for God just as a deer longs for streams of
water; Abraham constantly interacted with God as a friend
on the journey (James 2:23); Enoch walked in close fellowship with God (Gen. 5:24); Moses not only spoke to God
face-to-face as a friend, but desired to know his ways (Ex.
33:11; Ex. 33:13; Ps. 103:7). Knowing someone’s ways means
understanding his/her lifestyle, character, and personality.
Learning God’s ways would help Joshua understand him.
Knowing God’s ways does not mean disregarding his laws,
but understanding him through those laws. Of course Joshua would learn and know all the commands, traditions, procedures, and history in order to properly fulfill his position
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as high priest. But God wanted more than an obedient, robotic tin soldier who would salute or march when the right
button was pushed. God yearned for Joshua to receive his
love and express love back by obedient, trusting choices.
God desires this for us too. He loves us. Christianity is more
than a religion; it is a relationship. Ongoing, constant interaction with God is a necessity if bonding, intimacy, and love
are to grow and develop.
It has been said: “Rules without relationship leads to rebellion.” Joshua didn’t just want rules; he wanted a relationship. Catrina, on the other hand, knew all about God’s rules,
but misunderstood what it meant to have a relationship
with God.
As a little girl, Catrina knew every corner of her second
home, the church. She could walk through the halls blindfolded and find her way to any room without difficulty. Born
and raised in the Bible belt of America, if her family was
not in church, it was a sure sign that there was no service
or activity taking place that day in the building. As a child,
Catrina learned about God, but did not truly know God or
his ways. She knew about his laws and codes of conduct,
but she did not really understand him. She had a Bible, but
it never seemed to speak to her as it did to others. She was
constantly being reminded of how a good Christian girl be-
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haved. If homework and chores weren’t done or done right,
if there was complaining, she was told, “God is going to get
you and punish you. He sees all and knows all.” For Catrina,
fear grew into frustration, and frustration developed into
hopelessness. Like a small mouse running on an exercise
wheel, she seemed to get nowhere when it came to pleasing God. She grew up believing it was useless and that hell
would be her final destination.
Not wanting to upset her family or God, Catrina continued to attend church. Church camps, youth groups, vacation Bible schools, Sunday school, worship services, prayer
meetings—she experienced it all. Outwardly she followed
the rules, but inwardly, without a real relationship with God,
she was just biding her time.
Catrina ultimately pursued excitement outside the church
to fill her sense of rejection (Luke 15:13). This excitement included drugs. She began living a double life; her family had
no idea about her drug use. She continued to participate
in church and seemed successful. She had a lucrative career as a businesswoman by the age of nineteen. Her salon
earned her about $90,000 a year. As her finances increased,
so did her drug use and her stress from living a double life
without God. She started off with alcohol, ecstasy and pot,
progressing to cocaine and methamphetamines.
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Like strong ocean waves pounding against the shore, her
contrasting lifestyles, her mixed emotions and her unresolved beliefs were eroding her life. Living one way in front
of family and another way with others was taking a toll. It
was time to get a fresh start.
Catrina put together a sizeable amount of money and headed to Las Vegas to start a new business and a new life. However, relocating to Nevada did not resolve her life issues as
she had hoped. She discovered that her demons just moved
with her. Her savings went quickly as her money was used
to support her drug use.
Without money and with a habit that she could no longer
support, Catrina found herself on the streets engaged in
prostitution. Her second home in Nevada became the Clark
County jail. From 2000 to 2009, she was arrested over 100
times and spent one year in a state facility. Her charges were
different but consistent, ranging from possession of drug
paraphernalia to loitering, trespassing, and prostitution.
No longer living a double life, Catrina did not contact her
family during those nine years. They did not know if she
was dead or alive. She felt very much alone. Although she
always had a Bible and still read it, if asked why she carried
God’s Word with her, she could not give an answer.
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On October 18, 2009, weary with life and with herself, Catrina had an “enough is enough” moment. Not knowing
if God really cared or would want to help her, she took a
chance and spoke to him. She did not make any promises,
she just cried out, “Help me.” Seeing the police head in her
direction, she sighed with relief. They arrested her.
Did God hear Catrina? Was he really concerned about her?
Later she prayed again to God: “Please let the judge send
me to a treatment facility.” There was no negotiation in this
prayer either. It was not elegant or filled with religious terminology. It was a no-nonsense, simple plea from the heart.
God, who heard the cries of Israel when they were enslaved
(Ex. 3:7), heard the prayer of another who was in bondage.
The judge sentenced Catrina to The Salvation Army’s adult
rehabilitation ministry instead of prison.
For God, answering a prayer is more than just handling a request. God in his vast wisdom and love knew The Salvation
Army program was what Catrina needed. Yes, she needed to
gain an understanding about her addiction. Yes, she needed tools that would help her in recovery. Yes, she needed
to heal her emotional wounds. Yes, she needed to learn to
take ownership of the decisions she made. But Catrina also
needed to know that God was there for her, that he cared,
and that she was precious to him. He was working not only
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to restore her, but also to give her a new identity based on
how he viewed her—as his child, his princess.
In the program there were rules, chores, groups, and classes. There were also chapel services and Bible studies where
Catrina started to learn about God’s ways. But more importantly, there were people—Salvation Army officers who
represented God well and challenged her understanding of
God through proper interpretation of Scripture and by the
way they lived out the gospel. Mind you, these Salvationists
were not perfect. Actually, their imperfections showed Catrina that she could be open and honest with God and that
God was there to help (Heb. 4:13-16). Because these ambassadors of Jesus accepted her, Catrina was able to come
home to God the Father. If they loved her, how much more
did God love her?
Catrina was encouraged. She wanted to know God and his
ways. It started with a simple prayer—“Help me”—and now
she was talking to him about everything and expressing her
gratitude. He never gave up on her. The Father was always
willing to help. Catrina saw that when she said, “I can,” God
would then say, “If you can, then I can’t, because you won’t
let me help.” But when Catrina said, “I can’t,” and got out of
the way, seeking his guidance and grace, then God could
say, “I can.” By allowing herself to be mentored, by medita-
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tion on God’s Word, and by seeking his guidance and grace,
Catrina was growing and learning God’s ways.
Just like Catrina, Gilbert met Jesus through a simple prayer.
The prayer was silent and plain, but his cry was loud and
from the heart. Handcuffed to a table, barefoot, wearing
only a blue canvas smock, Gilbert was in the mental pod
on suicide watch at the jail. His plea to God, a God he had
heard about but did not really know, was also for help.
That very day, a Salvation Army officer came to visit the
floor. Though he was confused and distressed, Gilbert
calmed down as he spoke with the officer. The Salvationist
was an answer to Gilbert’s prayer. God had heard him and
still cared.
Gilbert came from a different part of the state and had no
family or friends who could come and visit him. The Salvation Army officer continued to meet with Gilbert. They
talked about God and examined his nature by looking at the
Scriptures. For Gilbert, learning about Jesus from the Bible
was important, and seeing someone live out a Christ-like
life strengthened his faith. The Salvationist took an interest.
He listened. He prayed. He was consistent and fulfilled Gilbert’s requests within the structure of the jail system.
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Gilbert was getting hungrier for a relationship with God. He
wanted a Study Bible. As the officer tells it: “At most facilities, the Gideons provide the Bibles. God bless the Gideons for their ministry. Study Bibles are expensive and are
not available unless a family member provides one. Gilbert
prayed and, within a week, he received a Study Bible that
was left behind by another inmate. Gilbert was so excited.
His excitement was not just because he owned a Study Bible; it was because he knew that God wanted to deepen his
relationship with Gilbert.”
Just like Joshua, Catrina and Gilbert were eager to know
God. They refused to have a superficial relationship with
him, but wanted more. This happens when we interact with
God and allow him to be an active part of our lives. It means
spending time with him, sharing openly and honestly with
him, and surrendering our will to his.
In the book of Job, Job goes through many trials and losses. But during the process, Job interacts with God. He has
an open and honest dialogue with his Creator. Job is able to
say, “But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives” (19:25
NLT).
In the very last chapter, God becomes real to Job. It is no
longer just knowing about God. It is knowing God. Job
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concludes, “I had only heard about you before, but now I
have seen you with my own eyes” (NLT). This is the desire
of God for you and for me, that we not just hear about God,
but experience him.

Passage:
13

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is

naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to
whom we are accountable. 14 So then, since we have a great
High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God,
let us hold firmly to what we believe.

15

This High Priest of

ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the
same testings we do, yet he did not sin.

16

So let us come

boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we
need it most (Heb. 4:13-16 NLT).

Questions:
1. Based on verse 13, why should we be open and honest with God? If God knows all about us and he still
loves us, what prevents you from sharing everything
with him—your hurts, pains, sins, wrong choices,
joys, hopes, etc.?
2. A high priest’s job description is to represent the people before God and God before the people. Based on
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verse 14, how do you know that Jesus can guide you
into knowing the ways of God the Father?
3. Read John 5:19, 6:38, and 8:28. What do these verses
tell you about how you can know the Father as you
read about Jesus?
4. How does verse 15 let you know that Jesus can say
that he understands? Jesus was never addicted to
drugs or incarcerated, but his understanding of our
weaknesses crosses all boundaries of ethnicity, age,
and cultural experience, since he encountered all
the underlying issues that humans endure. He was
sad (Luke 22:44). He was alone (Mark 14:50). He was
misunderstood (John 12:16). List other underlying
occurrences or emotional responses that Jesus understands.
5. God wants us to interact with him and get to know
him. How is verse 16 an invitation, or “God’s welcome mat,” for you? Based on this verse, how are we
to approach him? What does he promise you in verse
16? Like Gilbert and Catrina, spend some time honestly and openly letting him know what is on your
heart.
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Affirmation:
My priority is to know your ways, God. I have humbled myself like a little child who is constantly dependent on you—
totally receptive, totally honest, totally trusting, and totally wanting to please you and be just like you. I am full of
gratitude for who you are, all that you have done, and who
I have become in you. I am excited and in awe of you. I
consider everything else worthless when compared with
the infinite value of truly knowing you. My goal is not just to
say that I heard about you, but to see you daily.

Promise:
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything.
Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.
Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts
and minds in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:6-7 NLT).

Prayer:
You promised that if we seek you with our whole hearts, we
will find you. Like Moses, please teach me your ways (Ex.
33:13). Let my excitement and commitment for you grow as
I see who you are. I choose to have an intimate relationship
with you. Please help me not to allow anyone or anything to
interfere with me getting to really know you. Thank you for
your love and your pursuit of me. Now help me to pursue
you. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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CHAPTER FIVE
8

“‘Listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your associ-

ates seated before you, who are men symbolic of
things to come: I am going to bring my servant, the
Branch. 9See, the stone I have set in front of Joshua! There are seven eyes on that one stone, and
I will engrave an inscription on it,’ says the LORD
Almighty, ‘and I will remove the sin of this land in a
single day.’”
—Zechariah 3:8-9 NIV
PUZZLED, Joshua could not explain it. Like an attentive
watchdog alerted to a sense that something was different,
Joshua carefully surveyed his surroundings. He paused for
a moment and scratched his head. He saw his friends who
would be ministering with him in the temple. They, like
Joshua, had been spiritually cleansed and wore the priestly
garments. They, like Joshua, had started to see things from
God’s perspective. They, like Joshua, were in pursuit of God,

48 | FILTHY RAGS

interacting with him, learning his ways, and developing a
faithful intimacy with their Heavenly Father. Joshua considered the responsibilities he and his friends had accepted as
spiritual leaders to re-establish the culture, traditions, and
community in Jerusalem. Yet, the mission had not changed.
Joshua’s friends looked the same. The landscape had not
varied. What was different? All at once, the realization that
he was searching in the wrong direction hit Joshua like a
splash of cold water on his face. It wasn’t anything external
that changed. It was internal. It was Joshua, himself. He was
the one who was different.
Joshua began to realize that transformation is a natural result when interacting with God and getting to know him
through obedience (John 14:21; 2 Cor. 3:17-18). It was
good that Joshua and his friends were growing in their relationships with God, since these temple priests were “symbolic of things to come.” They would be representing Jesus,
our Savior, who is described as a “servant” and “the Branch”
(Isa. 42:1; 11:1). Representing Jesus is more than saying the
things that Jesus would say. Being an ambassador for the
Savior is more than acting like him. It is being “one” with
him (John 17:20-23) and sharing in his glory, his character,
and his heart.
Just as God subtly worked in Joshua’s life, he works in our
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lives through his Holy Spirit and his Word to remake us in
the image of Jesus (Rom. 8:29). Often these changes go
unnoticed until we have a response that makes us wonder: Where did that reaction come from? Was that really
me? In this reconstruction of our character, there is no
white-knuckling it and forcing a change. There is only the
discipline of surrender and obedience to God’s Holy Spirit. His Holy Spirit does the transforming as we walk with
him and by obedience allow divine fruits to develop (Gal.
5:22-23). The spiritual fruits that ripen in our lives are Jesus’
traits, expressed through our personalities (2 Cor. 3:17-18).
You see, believing in Jesus not only makes us righteous, but
makes us family (Rom. 3:22, 26; John 1:12; Rom. 8:12-13).
Without us realizing it, the Holy Spirit fosters those divine
family traits in our lives. He helps us learn to appropriate
what is ours as those adopted and now fully part of the
family.
Like Joshua, Mario was surprised by the change that took
place in his life. He always entered the office with a smile,
but on this day, there was something different about Mario’s
enthusiasm. He was like a biologist who had encountered
a new species, bursting with excitement and a revelatory
testimony that had to be shared right then. He told me that
a young cashier had given him the wrong amount of money
back during a transaction. As Mario was leaving the store,
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he realized the cashier’s error. Without thinking about it, he
turned instantly around with his receipt, pointed out the error to the grateful cashier, and returned the extra bills. As he
turned to leave again, a burst of insight, revelation, and curiosity exploded in his thoughts. He smiled as he acknowledged that in the past he would have just kept the money
and declared it his “lucky day.” He would have reasoned that
it was not his fault that the cashier miscounted and made an
error. This was Mario’s natural response. But now, walking
and living by the Holy Spirit, he had returned to the store
without thinking about it and done what was right before
God and man (Gal. 5:16).
This was not the Mario he used to be. Before believing in
Jesus, Mario lived for himself. He was raised in a neighborhood where most of the kids had no father, alcohol
and drugs were commonplace, and gang members were
“heroes” to the neighborhood kids. Mario believed that the
tougher you were, the more respect you deserved. Getting
locked up was the expected destiny of those who called
this community their home. In fact, Mario shared with me
that out of his ten closest friends in grade school, three
are dead and five are in prison. Those released from jail
or prison would return to the old neighborhood and be
admired by everyone for not letting the system beat them
down.
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Mario’s family was, like the rest in the neighborhood, very
poor. The apartment he lived in was not meant for a family
of eight. Rooms had to be shared. Clothes and toys were
few and hand-me-downs. Rice, beans, and canned goods
made up the meals. With all that went on in his life, Mario didn’t graduate from school. It wasn’t that learning was
difficult—in fact, just the opposite. He could pass exams
without having to study much. The problem was his behavior. He was mischievous, rebellious, and angry. His anger only grew after experiencing racism from adults who
should have been teaching social and civic responsibility at
his school.
At age sixteen, Mario dropped out of school and went to
work. As a teen, he labored in the fields harvesting crops,
but as his reputation as a conscientious employee who
needed little supervision developed, he was offered other jobs from different companies. In fact, the harder he
worked, the more he was noticed and advanced. He could
now help his family with the finances. Yet Mario still lived
in the neighborhood, and without God, the neighborhood
still lived in him. Growing up, he used drugs recreationally,
having his first puff on a joint at age four, and like many
others around him, he not only used drugs, but earned extra
income by selling them.
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By his early twenties, it appeared that Mario was living
the “American dream.” Married, with a beautiful daughter,
a well-paying job, a home, and two cars, he gave himself credit for really making it. Mario would later realize
that those who esteemed him, including himself, had it all
wrong. Not knowing God, he was playing God, a role that
he could never handle.
It wasn’t until Mario’s life hit some emotional and spiritual
turbulence that his beliefs about himself started to exhibit
small cracks. At age twenty-nine with his marriage falling
apart, he handled his problems in a worldly fashion This did
not help. His wife filed divorce papers a year later.
Alone, Mario spent more time in old hangouts, where he
was still viewed as the man who had “made it.” He started to
attend more parties and used the opportunity to sell more
illegal drugs, including meth. As a result, Mario found himself incarcerated several times.
Mario attended Bible studies in jail, not because he was interested, but because he saw them as an opportunity to get
out of his cell for a while. But God had other reasons for
him to attend. God’s Word does not return void (Isa. 55:11).
Mario started to get serious about God. When asked what
influenced his choice to finally believe in Jesus, he notes
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several factors. First and foremost, Mario was tired of the
way he was living. He realized that living for himself was not
living at all. There had to be something more.
Mario also saw Biblical prophesies being fulfilled. He reasoned that if the Bible is accurate in its predictions, it must
be from God, and therefore the guidance it gives must be
accurate as well.
Finally, there was an elderly couple who would faithfully
conduct the Bible study in the jail every week. At first Mario
could not figure out why a couple who should be enjoying
retirement would choose to routinely come to the jail to
share Jesus. It eventually dawned on him that it was because of Jesus that these two seniors cared for him and his
fellow inmates, and that they wanted to share the joy they
found in Jesus with others. They were selfless. Mario wanted to be like them.
Mario now believes in Jesus and has learned to cooperate
with the Holy Spirit. It has been several years since his release. Mario has changed. He represents Jesus well, exhibiting Christ-like character without even thinking about it. A
few months ago, for example, he purchased some blankets
that were on sale to give to the homeless. No one suggested that he do this. No one asked him to use his own money.
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But he did. Mario has developed an intuition that picks up
on the needs of others. Out of love and concern, he wants
to do his part in sharing Jesus with them. He has changed
from selfish to selfless.
Francis Frangipane said, “The Word of the Lord, united with
the Holy Spirit, is the vehicle of our transformation into the
image of Christ.” This is what happened to Joshua. This is
what happened to Mario. He is not only sharing the Good
News, but as he becomes more like Jesus, he is a living illustration of the Good News.

Passage:
15

“If you love me, obey my commandments. 16And I will ask

the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will
never leave you. 17He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all
truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him,
because he lives with you now and later will be in you.
18

No, I will not abandon you as orphans—I will come to

you.

19

Soon the world will no longer see me, but you will

see me. Since I live, you also will live.

20

When I am raised

to life again, you will know that I am in my Father, and you
are in me, and I am in you.

21

Those who accept my com-

mandments and obey them are the ones who love me.
And because they love me, my Father will love them. And
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I will love them and reveal myself to each of them” (John
14:15-21 NLT).

Questions:
1. This passage is part of Jesus’ farewell remarks to prepare his disciples for his death, resurrection, and ascension. In the ascension, Jesus is seated at the right
hand of God and prays for us (Col. 3:1; Rom. 8:34;
Heb. 7:25). What did Jesus do for the disciples while
he was on earth?
2. In verse 18, what does Jesus promise that he would
not do? Describe in detail what it means to be an orphan.
3. In verse 16, who does Jesus ask the Father to send?
4. The Holy Spirit is called the Advocate, which is a
translation of the Greek word Paraclete. Paraclete
is defined as comforter, encourager, counselor, one
who comes alongside, coach. You and I have someone who comes alongside of us to help us learn and
appropriate who we are in Christ. Jesus asks the Father to send the Holy Spirit, a person and a part of
the Trinity, so that we would not be left as orphans
having to fend for ourselves. Based on this passage
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and the definition of Paraclete, how does the Holy
Spirit assist us? How does the Holy Spirit help us to
develop the “family traits”?
5. How do you allow the Holy Spirit to work in your life?

Affirmation:
As I daily walk in the Holy Spirit, allowing him to guide me,
direct me and provide the grace that I need to live my life
for Jesus, I will develop in the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. For it is not by might, nor by power,
but by your Spirit that I am becoming more and more like
Jesus.

Promise:
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 NIV).

Prayer:
Thank you, Holy Spirit, for being my friend, my counselor, my guide, my encourager, and my coach who is always
there for me. Thank you for working into my life the family
traits that are now mine as a member of God’s family. Please
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help me to listen to you. Please help me not to grieve you.
Please help me to always depend on you. Thank you for not
leaving me as an orphan. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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CHAPTER six

11

As for you, because of the blood of my covenant

with you, I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit.

12

Return to your fortress, you prisoners of

hope; even now I announce that I will restore twice
as much to you.
—Zechariah 9:11-12 NIV
IT might seem that we are taking a detour from Zechariah chapter three and from Joshua’s spiritual journey as a
child of God and a priest. But we aren’t. You see, Joshua
was not only developing his walk with God and learning
about the priestly duties, he was also being given a message to share. This message is what we want to explore.
It is the same message that we are to impart to others. It
is the message of hope for Joshua and for us. Our understanding of this message is dependent upon our relationship with God. In fact, this message—this hope—can only
be understood, believed, and appropriated as we allow
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God to work on deepening our walk and our relationship
with him.
We learn in Zechariah 9 that because of the covenant we
are no longer prisoners in a waterless pit, i.e. prisoners of
whatever it might be that confines and limits us from experiencing all that God wants us to experience and to become. The next verse labels us as “prisoners of hope.” This
hope is founded on the covenant that God has made with
those who accept and receive it.
Covenants are important to God. They are more than contracts or agreements. Covenants are based on relationship,
commitment and character. God’s relationship with us, his
commitment towards us and his character are all important
to him. Because of this, he is not only a covenant-making
God but also a covenant-keeping God.
James knows what it means to be incarcerated. He also
knows what it is like to be imprisoned by the bars of hopelessness. Drugs and other addictions had him deceived and
handcuffed to a way of thinking in which he always had
to have it “his way.” Even though James was introduced
to Jesus as a child, misguided friends and evil influences
crowded out any relationship with Jesus as he grew older.
Without God, addicted to drugs, sex, lying, stealing, and to a
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self-centered perspective, James life was like a dark, overgrown, entangled maze with paths that led nowhere.
James describes his life in the early days of his addiction: “I
lost everything: my wife, my daughter, my career, and my
family’s trust. It happened suddenly and I was angry at everyone for the damage I had inflicted upon myself. This was
just the beginning of my own self-destruction. I created
an ‘I will show them’ mentality. I seriously thought I could
dig myself out of the hole.” For James, his waterless pit
got deeper, and its walls got steeper. After being arrested,
James was sentenced by the state to a treatment program.
But he chose to do the program “his way,” keeping himself
sober and out of trouble for a short time.
After he left the program, James managed to stay out of jail,
return home to his kids, and come up with a little cash. He
felt he was “all right,” even though he still manipulated others, used drugs, and was constantly involved with scandals.
His deceptive reality vanished like a puff of smoke the week
before Christmas 2008 when there was a knock at his door.
James’ father had come by to drop off Christmas gifts and
to spend time with his grandchildren. Pleased with what
he thought was his son’s new life, James’ dad decided to
help by giving him money to purchase Christmas gifts for
the kids. A few nights later, with the good intention of buy-
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ing a video game system for his son, James left the house.
Wanting to do it “his way,” he thought he could double the
money on a drug deal, but the deal went bad and James
lost all the money. Sitting on the curb late at night, waiting
for a ride home without a penny in his pocket or a single
Christmas gift, he realized how hopeless and sick his life
had really become.
James cried out to God, not sure if God would want to
help him. That very night, James was arrested and later
was sentenced to The Salvation Army ARC program. This
time James let go of doing things “his way.” During the first
chapel service, James listened intently as he realized that
God alone had the power to change and restore his life
through Jesus Christ. He bowed his head and asked God
to forgive him and acknowledged that Jesus’ death on the
cross was his saving grace from the power, penalty, and
consequences of the sin in his life. Trusting in Jesus, James
surrendered and not only accepted Jesus as his Savior, but
also as his Lord. It was no longer “his way.” For James, it was
now the Lord’s way. He was going to allow Jesus to call the
shots in every area of his life.
But there was still an uncertainty that troubled him. James
believed that he could be delivered from drugs, but was not
sure if there was any hope for restoring the relationships
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he had damaged. He wondered, “Can I get my family back?
Will my kids have confidence that I will be there for them?
Will my dad look at me without disappointment in his eyes?
Will my mom still cry herself to sleep because of me?”
As James’ relationship with God grew, so did his hope in
God’s ability to restore his relationships with others. He puts
it this way: “The Good News of Jesus Christ is amazing. Redemption is his specialty. I was broken beyond fixing, but
Jesus gave me a new life. I went from a hopeless dope fiend
to a dope-less hope fiend.” James became a prisoner of
hope as his covenant-keeping God restored all that was lost
(Zech. 9:12; Isa. 61:7; Joel 2:25, 26).
Bev needed this message of hope too, but for a different
reason. James’ hope was in himself, which is a false hope;
he didn’t realize how hopeless he truly was. In contrast, Bev
was convinced that she didn’t have anything worthwhile to
offer anyone. She started smoking cocaine because she did
not feel comfortable in her own skin. Insecure in her relationships, Bev states: “I didn’t feel I was worthy of loving.”
Because of her drug use, Bev lost her home, her marriage,
and eventually her children. She found herself in a vicious
cycle. Her devastation over the loss of her kids caused her
to get further into her addiction, and eventually she be-
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came homeless. She slept in Los Angeles’s MacArthur Park,
in abandoned cars and cardboard boxes, on benches and
sidewalks, rummaging through trash cans for discarded
food to keep her alive so that she could continue to use
drugs. Bev wanted and needed to get high. Her drug use
provided a temporary shelter from the storms of her emotional pain. She stole money to purchase drugs.
Because of this lifestyle, Bev found herself in jail numerous
times, and then in prison. She said she was not interested in God since she did not think that he was interested
in her. However, the only book she had to read while she
was locked up was the Bible. It was not her intention to be
saved. She read because she was bored. Yet as she read,
something happened. Isaiah 55:11 says “It is the same with
my word. I send it out, and it always produces fruit. It will
accomplish all I want it to and it will prosper everywhere I
send it” (NLT). As Bev read and meditated on Scripture, her
perspective about God and how he saw her changed. She
began to realize that she was valuable in his sight, that she
was precious enough for God to send his son Jesus to save
her.
Growing closer to God does not guarantee protection from
tragic events or an avalanche of painful emotions. Satan
seems to know just when to ambush a person. While incar-
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cerated, Bev got word that her son had committed suicide.
Questions of doubt and mistrust erupted in her soul. How
could a loving God let a teenager hang himself, especially
her child? How does that sound like love? Bev ended up
throwing her Bible across her cell, declaring that God could
not exist.
Immediately, Bev says, something just didn’t feel right inside. She went to where her Bible was on the floor and
picked it up. She started to read. Something compelled her
to keep reading. She read more and more. That was the day
she gave her life to Christ.
Bev started to realize that true hope does not mean having
all the answers, but trusting in the character of the one who
does: God. Just like a small child trusts and depends on her
parents when she does not understand, Bev believed in and
hung onto what she knew about God, rather than forfeiting
her faith because of what she did not understand. Her faith
in God and in who he is stirred up hope. She could be the
person God intended her to be. She would not continue
living the way she had lived. She was going to be the parent
that she should be for her remaining children. No more jail.
No more living in the parks. With this hope came peace.
Through the grace of God, she has become an amazing
lady.
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Since her release, Bev has shared: “I realized that if he
had not allowed me to go through all the abuse, neglect,
homelessness, incarceration, broken marriages, and [taking away] of my own children, I would not be prepared to
share how good he is to me and how he works in each of
our lives, nor would I be able to help others get through
their hurt and pain. He has restored me, and I’m helping
others get restored. No one could have ever convinced me
while I was in prison that years later I would be receiving
senate awards, being recognized by community leaders,
and that I would become respected and even honored by
so many people who actually appreciate my help. I never saw myself being a community leader and, most of all,
eventually writing and presenting life skills classes for both
the Los Angeles Police Department and the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department’s at-risk youth program! This
is what God did for me.”
Hope is the message that Joshua was given to share. It is
the message we are to impart. Hope for mankind is just like
the oxygen that a person breathes in. It not only keeps us
alive, but also energized. As we point people to God, helping them to realize who he is and that he does care, we
are helping people breathe deep. We are helping people
become prisoners of hope.
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Passage:
1

Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will find

rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 2This I declare about
the LORD: He alone is my refuge, my place of safety; he is
my God, and I trust him. 3For he will rescue you from every
trap and protect you from deadly disease. 4He will cover
you with his feathers. He will shelter you with his wings. His
faithful promises are your armor and protection. 5Do not be
afraid of the terrors of the night, nor the arrow that flies in
the day. 6Do not dread the disease that stalks in darkness,
nor the disaster that strikes at midday. 7Though a thousand
fall at your side, though ten thousand are dying around you,
these evils will not touch you. 8Just open your eyes, and see
how the wicked are punished.
9

If you make the Lord your refuge, if you make the Most

High your shelter, 10no evil will conquer you; no plague will
come near your home. 11For he will order his angels to protect you wherever you go. 12They will hold you up with their
hands so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.

13

You

will trample upon lions and cobras; you will crush fierce
lions and serpents under your feet!
14

The Lord says, “I will rescue those who love me. I will pro-

tect those who trust in my name. 15When they call on me, I
will answer; I will be with them in trouble. I will rescue and
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honor them.

16

I will reward them with a long life and give

them my salvation” (Ps. 91 NLT).

Questions:
1. What is a “shelter” or “refuge”? What does it mean to
make God your shelter and refuge? How do we allow
God to take on this role? What does this look like day
to day?
2. Verse 8 describes the wicked. The wicked are the
people who reject God. How does rejecting God limit
his involvement in our lives?
3. List all the things God wants to do for you. Which of
these are most important to you?
4. In verses 14-16, God makes some promises by stating
“I will.” What are these promises? Which of these are
most important to you?
5. What does this Psalm tell you about God—his power
and love? How does this Psalm give you hope?

AFFIRMATION:
I no longer live in fear or darkness because perfect love by
the perfect light casts out all fear and darkness. I know that
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I am perfectly, deeply, and eternally loved by the perfect
light. Because of this, I have a sense of peace, security, belonging, and hope. I can tackle any challenge knowing that
you are my shelter and refuge, that you are always with me,
and that you are powerful and loving enough to work all
things out for my best.

Promise:
3

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

In his great mercy, he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, 4and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil
or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5who
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming
of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time
(1 Pet. 1:3-5 NIV).

Prayer:
Thank you, Heavenly Father, for being there for me, for being my shelter, refuge and hope. You are my almighty fortress, shield and defender. You provide and guide. You always desire the best for me. Let me never hesitate to come
close to you to receive all that you have for me. Help me to
know you better so that I can trust you more and have the
hope that comes from you and you alone. You are a good
God. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Epilogue

9

“‘And I will remove the sin of this land in a single

day. 10In that day each of you will invite your neighbor to sit under your vine and fig tree,’ declares the
Lord Almighty.”
—Zechariah 3:9b-10 NIV
JOSHUA felt clean. The weight of his sin and guilt was gone.
Based on the prophecy he heard, he knew that everyone
would have the opportunity to be cleansed from sin just as
he was. Joshua believed God. His Heavenly Father always
kept his word (Num. 23:19). Though he was uncertain when
this prophecy would be fulfilled, Joshua knew that the
Messiah would come as the “Lamb of God” and would take
away the sins of the world (John 1:29; 3:16). The work of
the Messiah was so great that past, present, and future generations would benefit. When this restoration took place,
those who believed in Jesus the Messiah would no longer
be separated from God by sin (Isa. 59:2).
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Joshua once again looked toward heaven with a grin of
excitement inspired by the truth of God’s salvation plan.
He began to understand that this spiritual deliverance
would not only bring God and man into a relationship, a
oneness, but this redemption would also create a oneness
among those who accepted and believed in God’s work of
grace (Eph. 2:13; Rom. 12:5; John 17:22). We are not only
rescued from sin, but are now made family (John 1:12; 1
John 3:1-2).
This day of forgiveness has initiated a true brotherhood between believers. When we invite our neighbors to relax under our vine and fig tree, a deep fellowship takes place as
we see each other as Christ sees us. This fellowship is more
than just a gathering, talking with your neighbors about
the latest events. We can meet in oneness at each other’s
homes and celebrate eternal things. We can humbly, intentionally, and sacrificially accept, respect and care for one
another. When doubt gnaws at one’s soul, we can collectively build up each other’s faith. When one faces ridicule or
persecution from family or community, we can strengthen
each other. When one faces the dark shadow of grief, we
can comfort each other. We worship, pray, testify, and share
the truths that God through his Holy Spirit has revealed to
us. It is a true family. It is a true community. We are investors. We invest in one another.
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Ricky, Darryck, Ramon, Ronnie, Catrina, Mario, James, and
Bev all met believers who chose to invest in them. These investors were the kind who invest in the lives of others for the
kingdom. These investors knew that when they served others
it was a way of expressing their love and gratitude back to
Christ (Matt. 25:40).
Investing in others is not always easy. It involves juggling
schedules and opening one’s self up to another. There are
times of frustration and disappointment. Even with the
heartbreaks and the challenges, these investors stood by
each person faithfully. They were used by God to be cheerleaders when encouragement was needed—to celebrate
the home runs, the touchdowns, and the victories. They
also shared in the tears of those they were supporting. They
were a sounding board when others needed to vent frustrations. They not only listened, but prayed and adjusted the
gaze of those they were investing in so that all eyes would
get back on God and his Word. These deeds were done with
a divine respect and a dignity. No one was superior. Investor
and investee were on this spiritual journey together. They
were all sinners who needed a Savior and were discovering
together the depth of the grace of God. These investors saw
the potential in those they were investing in, a potential that
can only come through Christ. It was truly a fellowship.
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And then there were those who made them feel welcomed
and at home at a worship service, those who provided a
job, those who became their friends as they went back
to school, those who graded their Bible Correspondence
Courses, those who held them accountable over a cup
of coffee or interceded for them during their prayer time.
Ricky says it best: “If it takes a community to help convict
a person, then it will also take a community to help restore
a person.”
To sit under a vine and fig tree is symbolic of peace and
fellowship. God designed life in such a way that if we are
to grow closer to him and live the life that he desires for
us to live, we need to do it together (Prov. 27:17; Eccl. 4:912). We interact and invest in the lives of others by relying
on God’s Holy Spirit. The result: we mature together (Eph.
2:21-22; 4:15-16).
Those who were investees are now spiritual investors.
Below is a description of what is currently taking place in
the lives of some of the people you have met throughout
this book.
RICKY: “Today I am thankful … to be following Jesus Christ
because everything else that I was following was disruptive
and foolish. Since my release from prison, God has allowed
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for me to pay off all of my court fines, and past child support, and … to stand before the judge in order to get my
rights back and to get the ‘judgment of guilt set aside’ for
my past conviction. Despite myself, God has allowed for
me to get custody rights of my son, and I am thankful to be
a part of his life. I am a married man to my wonderful wife
who grew up as a pastor’s daughter in a wonderful home.
Recently my wife and I bought our first home and are happily living in it and using it as a refreshment for others who
like to visit. For the past five years, I have been in various
ministry positions and have had great ministry opportunities
through The Salvation Army. I now serve God in a new city,
and I have recently become an ordained minister helping to
lead others to Christ and to help edify the body. I recognize
that it was God’s hand and love at work in my life and with
gladness I am happy to say ‘to God be the Glory!’”
DARRYCK: “Today my relationship with Jesus is flourishing.
He has transformed me over the years to have a heart of
divine love for others. This love has restored a healthy and
loving relationship with my whole family. My ministry today
as a Salvation Army officer is motivated by the love of God
and is characterized by his creative redemptive movement!
My wife and I have had the privilege over and over to see
God use us to change the lives of the broken, and to bring
restoration to others like he did for us.”
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RAMON: Ramon’s case is still with the courts. He sees God
is in control, and he will trust God no matter what happens.
He continues not only to thirst for more of God’s presence
in his walk, but to be obedient. He supports not only those
in his pod, but also the correctional officers.
RONNIE: Ronnie works for The Salvation Army in a VA program. He teaches a Bible study and a Sunday school class,
and preaches. He continues to dig deep into God’s Word
and share it with others.
CATRINA: “Today, I am happily married . . . I just celebrated
my five-year anniversary. I have a great relationship with my
family, and I see them once per year or more. My mother
currently lives with me. I recently graduated from the local
university with my bachelor of social work and was accepted into the master of public administration graduate program. I still attend the local corps, where I lead a Celebrate
Recovery group. I volunteer to do process groups at a women’s ARC, and I transport beneficiaries to Celebrate Recovery weekly. My relationship with Jesus continues to grow. I
see now that I need him always. Not only when things are
going bad, but also when things are going good. I read the
Word (or a devotional) every morning, I pray throughout the
day, and I continue to remember that it is because of the
grace of God that I am where I am today.”
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MARIO: “Currently my life is fully blessed. I am married to
a wonderful woman I met at The Salvation Army. We just
had a beautiful daughter who was born thirteen weeks early and is a true miracle from God! In addition to that, we
have a granddaughter on the way. I am still able to help take
care of my mom and am thankful she is doing well. I am still
involved with Salvation Army youth. We have been able to
bring our nieces and nephew with us to church and they
have been participating in youth programs regularly for the
last three years. They attended three summer camps this
year! Praise God. My goal is to be able to get back into prison ministry in the near future. Our lives have been filled with
so many blessings, and we owe all to Jesus. Without his love
and grace, I don’t know where I would be today.”
JAMES: “As a result of my renewed salvation eight years
ago, a tremendous amount of transformation took place.
I worked for the [Salvation] Army for about five and a half
years, at which point I was called to be a Salvation Army
officer. I was commissioned as a Salvation Army lieutenant
after going through seminary training for two years. I currently serve as a corps officer, and I have been married for
several years. Through restoration and reconciliation with
many, I was also granted custody of my daughter. Together
my wife and I have four children. My personal relationship
with Jesus is deep. It can be seen in the way I live my life.
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God has called me into a life of action as his hands and
feet.”
BEV: “My son … is back in my life, and I feel so proud that
when he says, ‘Mom, I need you,’ I can be there for him.
He takes me through a lot of ups and downs because his
life is sort of a mess, but the good part is that I am sober
so I am prepared to handle life as it presents itself. It isn’t
always easy, but God has given me a prayer life that keeps
me from going nuts, and when I’m right on the edge, I have
a church family that will lift me up and advise me and pray
for me. I recently started a little Bible study at my job, which
is amazing because they don’t even want you to talk about
God in the workplace anymore. I had to get permission
from human resources to reserve one of the little conference rooms. I asked and they said yes, so every Thursday,
four of us go in to pray and read. We’re trying to find out
what works so we can invite other people to join. Life has
taught me to move as the Spirit moves, so I’m not rushing
anything. I have been cocaine free for many years, and I
recently quit smoking cigarettes.”

Passage:
Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the

11

apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and
teachers. 12Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do
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his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13This
will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and
knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord,
measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.
14

Then we will no longer be immature like children. We

won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new
teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick
us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. 15Instead, we
will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and
more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.
16

He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each

part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow,
so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of
love (Eph. 4:11-16 NLT).

Questions:
1. What is the responsibility of the apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers according to verse
12? How long will their work continue (verse 13)?
What is the ultimate goal?
2. How is maturity determined (verses 13 and 15)? What
can you personally do to make sure that you benefit
from the efforts of those who are gifted to equip others?
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3. Read verses 15 and 16 again. How does Jesus use
love to help the whole body fit together perfectly?
What is our responsibility to one another? How does
fellowship help us grow?
4. What do you think is your special work that contributes to the growth of others (see Eph. 2:10)?
5. Based on this passage, what are the indicators to determine if a fellowship is healthy? Why is it important
to invest in others and for other to invest in you? How
can you be used by Jesus to invest in others?

Affirmation:
I am an active member of a godly community. I have Christlike individuals around me to fellowship with and learn from,
and to keep me accountable to God’s way of living. Just like
Jesus chose to invest in my life, I choose to humbly invest
in the lives of others in love, believing that as I do my part,
the Holy Spirit will do his part to make a difference in all of
our lives as we grow in maturity.

Promise:
Two people are better off than one, for they can help each
other succeed. If one person falls, the other can reach out
and help (Eccl. 4:9-10 NLT).
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Prayer:
Heavenly Father, thank you for designing life in such a way
that we need each other. We need you. We need one another. Gracious God, just as you are one with your son Jesus, we are one with each other. Help us to always see ourselves and others from your perspective, and to do our part
to help and encourage each other to grow in maturity. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.

